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LIBRARY FUND DRIVE
ANNOUNCED AT UM

MISSOULA-Plans were announced Friday morning at a meeting of Univeristy of Montana Alumni
Delegates to begin a Library Fund Drive to collect revenue for 180,000 books for the UM
Library.

The announcement was made during UM Homecoming Weekend.

The drive is to be sponsored by the UM Alumni Association and directed by Hal Stearns,
L.
president of the UM Alumni Association^ John/Delano, Alumni Association executive director,
and the Friends of the Library.
Last spring the Northwest Accreditation Board criticized the University for its
shortage of books, research materials and space available to students in the campus library.
Library
"The University of Montana/is very capably administered, well staffed, actively used, but
seriously overcrowded and underfinanced,” the NAB said.
The library now has 528,083 volumes, compared to the 710,268 volumes it should have
for the University's enrollment and programs, says Earle C. Thompson, UM professor and
dean of library service.

Cost of these books would be about $2 million, he said.

Contributions of $10 per book will be requested by the Alumni Association.

Notifi

cation of the drive will be sent to alumni, parents, faculty and frieiids of the University,
with a goal of 20,000 books this year.
Faculty members representing numerous disciplines on campus have voiced the need for
additional instructional materials.
Dr. Floyd W. Sharrock, an associate professor of anthropology, said, "We can barely
keep up, but we can't catch up."
The accreditation team said, "The book collection is inadequate for the graduate
programs now carried on."
Agreement was voiced by Dr. John M. Stewart, acting dean of the UM Graduate School,
who said that book funding is not available to the humanities and the social sciences and
that something must be done to correct the shortage.

